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Owen County Agriculture Agent 

How is it May already? Thankfully the weather has cooperated 

for planting. But on the flip side my pastures aren't how I’d like for 
them to be this time of the year due to the lack of rain. Two years ago, I 
approached UK Extension administration about a gardening app, I’m 

excited to announce it has launched now! The app is called “sow”. It is a 

must for any gardener, please see page 2 for more details!  

April was a busy month to say the least. The bull series was a 

success with over 60 producers educated on preparing for breeding 

series. Within this workshop, we offered an opportunity for producers 
to have a breeding soundness exam (BSE) on their sires. We figured this 

was the first BSE clinic offered in ten years, when they used to do it at 
Eden Shale. We had 172 RSVP’d for the Ag Funding Workshop! It was 

packed, we had to put extra chairs out. Thank you, again, German 

American Bank for sponsoring, it was a great program. The CAIP (Cost 

Share) administrator reported 126 applied for the program. The scoring 

committee will be reviewing all the applications and you should be 
notified by the end of the month if you were approved or denied. Any 
CAIP questions, please reach out to Gayla Lewis gayla.lewis@ymail.com. 

In June, there will be some changes to purchasing antibiotics for 
livestock. This is new for all of us, join us May 19th at United Producers 
Inc. to learn more. If you received storm damage (down barns, debris in 
field, fence down, etc.) reach out to the Farm Service Agency,

502-484-3979, there may be funding available. Funds may also be 
available for profit losses due to the pandemic.

The backbone in the farm family is the mothers. A kid on her hip, 

hoeing the garden, rushing the older kids to a 4-H meeting, and 

delivering supper to the family in the field. Moms wear many hats, don’t 

forget to honor them on Mothers Day, May 14th!!
May is Beef month! Go enjoy a local steak!
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Putting the Kibosh on Squash Bugs in 
the Garden 
 

Starting Native Perennial Seed 
 

Companion Planting 
 

Planting for Monarch 
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12:30 - 1:00 PM 

Register Here 
https://tinyurl.com/23MayHWW 

VISIT kentuckyhortnew.com 

 
 

May 3: Top 10 Landowner Tree Issues  

 

May 10: Wildfire Response  

 

May 17: Bug  

 

May 24: Pesky Plants 
 

 

For “From the Woods”  VIA ZOOM 

Register by emailing   

rdwill5@uky.edu &  kebo233@uky.edu 









EVERY FRIDAY  
STARTING MAY 12TH- OCTOBER 27TH 

10 AM - 1pm 
Behind Farm Bureau  
 Kids day June 9th

 Special Market June 1th 10-2pm at
courthouse lawn during Mayberry Day





Around the area, many homeowners are seeing badly 

damaged shrubs in their landscape. Holly, Japanese ma-

ple, crape myrtle, and many different types of boxwood 

are just a few of the damaged shrubs that we have been 

receiving calls about. Many homeowners are just starting 

to observe the issues going on with these types of 

shrubs. Many are concerned that the rapid damage or 

dieback that is just being noticed is the result of a fungal 

or disease pathogen. The reality though is that many of 

these plants have fallen victim to winter damage that 

most likely occurred back in December when the temper-

atures dipped below 0 F, and wind chills were has low as 

-20 F.

What to Do to Address Winter Kill in Shrubs? 

Many may wonder what to do. The best advice that I can 

give is to continue to wait. Much of the winter damage 

may not be seen even until later this summer. While 

some landscape shrubs may be so heavily damaged that 

they need to be replaced, in many cases you will not 

know until later in the year. In some instances, it may 

take years to for landscape shrubs to recover from heavy 

winter kill. Most winter damaged landscape shrubs 

should start to exhibit some regrowth and recovery going 

into summer. However, keep in mind that it may take 

years for your landscape shrubs to recover. 

Resist the urge to fertilize your shrubs or winter dam-

aged trees. Fertilization in the spring can actually make 

matters worse. That is because the roots were damaged 

by the freeze, and root growth will decrease as the 

shrubs begin to recover. Spring fertilization of shrubs may 

promote shoot or top growth initially, but the growth 

may turn out to be more than the plant roots can support 

when hot, dry weather stress comes in the next couple of 

months. Even under normal circumstances, fertilization 

of landscape shrubs is only recommended in the dormant 

period (November-December) when this practice encour-

ages root growth. So, do not apply fertilizer to damaged 

shrubs this spring. 

What about pruning?  Most of the time, pruning of 

woody landscape plants is of little value to the plants 

themselves and is done rather for aesthetics and human 

preference. For most small leaved evergreen shrubs that 

were damaged by the winter weather, the foliage is now 

dry and crispy. If left alone, the damaged leaves and 

twigs will eventually fall to the ground on their own. You 

can put two hands in among the damaged foliage and rub 

it gently. All of the dead foliage and many small twigs will 

fall harmlessly to the ground. For many spiny hollies, you 

may want to wear gloves to protect your hands as you do 

this. For those shrubs that have been sheared into a for-

mal hedge, light sheering can be done now or later. 

Here are a few other options if you can’t wait because 

you just can’t live with the sight of a damaged landscape 

shrub in your landscape. 

• You may just consider replacing them if they were not

the pride and joy of your landscape to begin with.

Change them out with something that you like better.

• If your damaged tree or shrub is found in most other

yards in your neighborhood, consider replanting them

with something that is not as common. You may want

to choose a newer variety and species of landscape

plant that has greater resistance to common diseases

or a unique growth habit. This will allow for greater

species diversity which makes for healthier and

greener communities. It helps minimize disease issues

and can be more aesthetically pleasing.

• If the shape or structure is in jeopardy due to freeze

damaged but you don’t necessarily want to replant,

you can cut it back to the ground. Most shrubs will

regrow rapidly. And if it doesn’t, you can always re-

place that plant with a different species next fall.

David Davis N.C. Cooperative Extension 

What Is Wrong With My Shrub? 



Summary 

Eastern tent caterpillars occasionally outbreak and defoliate 

deciduous forest and ornamental trees. While this can concern land- 

and homeowners, healthy trees can withstand the defoliation and 

should recover without intervention. 

Description 

Eastern tent caterpillars are perhaps best known for the web tents 

they build collectively . These tents occur in the crotches and forks of 

branches in spring and early summer, and should not be confused 

with fall webworm tents, which occur at branch tips in the late 

summer and fall. 

Caterpillars of all sizes are covered in defensive hairs. Young 

caterpillars are dark with two thin yellow stripes along the back . 

Mature caterpillars are about two inches long. They have a median 

white stripe on the back flanked by two yellow stripes; the rest of the 

body is mottled blue, yellow, and black . They may be confused for 

forest tent caterpillars, which have white dots down the back instead 

of a solid line and do not build silk tents. 

Distribution 

Eastern tent caterpillars occur throughout eastern North America, 

from the northeastern United States and adjacent Canada, south to 

Florida, and west to the Dakotas and Texas. Sporadic records occurs 

somewhat further west into Colorado and Montana as well. 

Life History and Behavior 

Eastern tent caterpillars have one generation per year. Caterpillars 

hatch out in early spring. Caterpillars of all sizes use the web tents 

for protection from predators and parasitoids and feed on leaves 

away from the tent. When caterpillars mature in early summer, they 

migrate away from the tent to find a protected place to spin a 

cocoon and pupate. This can be cause for concern for homeowners 

when they encounter large numbers of wandering caterpillars. 

However, mature caterpillars in this stage do not feed and are no 

longer a threat to plants. Adults emerge in late June and July and lay 

egg masses that contain 150-350 eggs. The eggs overwinter. 

Host Plants and Economic Damage 

Eastern tent caterpillars preferentially feed on rosaceous trees, 

including cherry, crabapple, and apple. The eastern tent 

caterpillar occasionally feed on other deciduous shrubs and 

trees. When caterpillars are abundant, they can completely defoliate 

an infested tree. Because they hatch early, they may consume all of 

the fresh buds and leaves, which gives the appearance that a tree did 

not leaf out. 

Historically, eastern tent caterpillars were considered economically 

important pests that warranted widespread control efforts. 

However, the caterpillars are a native species that are attacked by a 

plethora of natural enemies, including birds and various insect 

predators and parasitoids. So outbreaks are periodic and short-lived 

and damage is generally considered aesthetic rather than a health 

threat to most trees. 

Medical and Veterinary Concern 

Eastern tent caterpillars are covered in long defensive hairs. It is 

recommended to wear gloves when dealing with them, but even 

ungloved it is usually safe to handle them gently. Just make sure to 

wash your hands after handling caterpillars in order to avoid getting 

hairs into the eyes or mouth, where they may be irritating. There are 

no recorded instances of children swallowing eastern tent 

caterpillars like there are for hickory tussock moth caterpillars, but it 

is likely that swallowing one would cause a similar reaction. 

Accidental consumption of wandering caterpillars has been linked to 

mare reproductive loss syndrome in horses, so horse owners and 

breeders should be cognizant of the host trees around horse 

pastures (since the caterpillars prefer cherries and apples) and 

outbreak status of caterpillars. 

Prevention and Control 

Healthy deciduous trees can withstand total defoliation multiple 

years in a row without long-term detrimental effects, so it is not 

recommended to attempt to control caterpillars in natural forest 

settings. For ornamental trees, one option is to keep trees healthy 

and do nothing. 

If control is warranted, caterpillar density can be reduced by pruning 

out egg masses during the winter before they hatch and manually 

removing silk tents using a stick or other implement and disposing of 

them. CATERPILLAR TENTS SHOULD NEVER BE BURNED WITH FIRE. 

Besides potential danger to nearby structures, the fire will cause 

more damage to the tree than the caterpillars could. 

If manual removal is not possible, young caterpillars can be 

controlled using Bt or horticultural oil. Older caterpillars can be 

controlled using broad spectrum insecticides – there are many 

products labeled for caterpillar control on ornamental trees – but 

this should only be done as a last resort given the considerations 

mentioned above. 

Eastern Tent Caterpillar 

Michael J. Skvarla, PennState Extension 
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