
 Just like that 2022 is about to wrap up! I hope 

each of  you has had a good year.  Remember to stop by 

and get your farm Tax Receipt Books for the new year 

or email me for a digital copy. I wish each and every 

one of  you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!! 

 If  you received CAIP cost share funds this year, 

don’t forget your deadline is December 16th at 4pm. If  

you haven't completed one of  the 28+ educational 

opportunities that were offered locally, your in luck. I 

have included in this issue a few programs in the region 

that will qualify for this requirement. Please take note of  

the  blue stamps on the programs that could qualify. You 

MUST email kendal.bowman@uky.edu PRIOR to 

attending for credit. 

 We are working on a project and need your help! As few and fewer 

generations are being raised on a farm, its sad how the kids now haven't 

experienced the things we take for granted every day. If  your farm would be 

willing to share your story with others please let us know! We would like to 

compile a list with what you grow/raise, your address, phone number, and how 

many days noticed you would need for a visitor to schedule a tour with you of  your 

farm. You can email me your information at Kendal.bowman@uky.edu  

 

Kendal Bowman 

Owen County Agriculture Agent  

 



Six issues a farm equipment lease should address 

Every farm relies heavily on the availability and affordability of appropriate farm equipment. 
While it may be ideal to own outright any farm equipment you need, sometimes it is more 
cost-effective to lease the equipment. When such is the case, the lease arrangement 
between the owner – or lessor – of the farm equipment and the renter – or lessee – of the 
farm equipment should be documented in detail in a written farm equipment lease 
agreement. While farm equipment leases may seem to be a simple concept, in practice they 
are far more complex. This article discusses six critical issues a properly drafted farm 
equipment lease agreement should address. 

What farm equipment does the lease cover? 

When it comes to lease agreements, it is always best to describe the terms in as much detail 
as possible so future disputes can be avoided. This is true when it comes to describing the 
farm equipment the lease will cover. The lease should describe the type, make, model, size, 
condition and estimated value of each piece of equipment. If the lease involves a large 
number of equipment, it may be best to attach an exhibit or addendum that lists the relevant 
information for each piece of equipment, rather than including the unwieldy information in 
the body of the agreement. 

How should rent be calculated? 

While most of us are familiar with a lease model that charges a renter based on a unit of 
time (for example, monthly rent or annual rent), farm equipment lease agreements do not 
always do this. Because farm equipment depreciates in value with use, it can make more 
sense for a farm equipment lease to charge the renter on a “per-use” model. Per-use rent 
means that the renter pays the owner an agreed-upon rate based on a unit of measurement 
of use, such as the hourly use or the per-acre use of the equipment. Note that an equipment 
lease that includes several different types of equipment with different estimated total values 
may charge different per-use rates per equipment. 

There are a few considerations to keep in mind when determining whether a farm 
equipment lease should employ either a time-based or a per-use model for rent. A per-use 
model requires the accurate and honest documentation of the renter’s use of the 
equipment, whereas a time-based model requires no such documentation. Moreover, a time
-based model usually guarantees a regular and predictable rent income for the owner of the 
farm equipment, while a per-use model often requires that the rent will be due at the end of 
a lease term. The owner may not be able to accurately predict rent income under a per-use 
model. 

If the parties to a farm equipment lease agree that a time-based rent model best suits their 
needs, but equipment depreciation is still a concern, a hybrid approach may be 
appropriate. In a hybrid rent approach, the renter pays the owner monthly or annual rent, 
but the lease contains a “maximum use” provision wherein the renter will owe the owner 
additional per-use rent at the end of the lease term if the renter exceeds a certain 
predetermined amount of use of the farm equipment. 

 
 

Cari B. Rincker 
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Are there any restrictions on the use of the farm equipment? 

A farm equipment owner will want to ensure that the renter agrees to use the equipment in 

a way that avoids equipment damage, excessive depreciation or personal injury. 

Accordingly, the lease agreement should include terms that restrict unwarranted use. For 

example, the lease may specify that the farm equipment may be used for agricultural and 

related purposes only. It may also limit the use to certain geographic locations and certain 

permitted users (such as the renter and his or her trained agents and employees). The 

lease may also require that the renter follow certain specified safe operating procedures, 

as well as any applicable state and federal laws, manufacturer warranties and insurance 

restrictions. 

Who is responsible for repairing damages to the equipment? 

A farm lease agreement should clearly delineate which party is responsible for both 

routine and non-routine repairs or replacement of the farm equipment. While the parties 

can agree on any division of labor they like, a common default is that the renter will be 

responsible for the proper care and ordinary maintenance of the farm machinery. This may 

include routine damage checks, fluid checks and refills, routine cleaning and safe storage. 

On the other hand, the owner may be responsible for the costs of all major repairs to the 

farm equipment, such as the replacement of tires and other major parts, or any other 

overhauls in excess of normal maintenance. The parties should specify in the lease 

agreement who is responsible for the costs of transporting the farm equipment to the 

location where any such repairs are performed. While the renter may be held responsible 

for damages caused by his or her misuse of the farm equipment, the lease agreement 

should address which party is required to replace any equipment that is non-functional 

due to circumstances outside of the renter’s control, such as fire, flood, or machinery or 

electrical failure. If it is the owner’s responsibility to replace the equipment under such 

circumstances, and he or she does not do so in a timely manner, the lease may include a 

potential adjustment in rent for the renter. 
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Who is responsible for insuring the equipment? 

Farm equipment is expensive machinery that is often insured. The lease agreement should 

clearly define which party is responsible for insuring such equipment. Often, the owner will 

fully insure the equipment against casualty, theft or other loss, damage from natural causes 

or against personal liability. Meanwhile, the renter may be asked to provide proof of a 

general liability insurance policy adequate to compensate for any loss caused while 

operating the farm equipment. 

What happens if  there is a dispute? 

While the primary goal of a farm equipment lease agreement is to avoid any disputes 

between the parties, a secondary goal is to roadmap what should happen in the event a 

dispute nevertheless arises. To that end, a lease should include the parties’ wishes 

regarding the means to resolve any potential disputes. This includes whether there are any 

predetermined damages available to either party in the event of a breach, whether the 

parties plan to use alternative dispute resolution (e.g., mediation or arbitration), which court 

will have jurisdiction over any legal proceedings, which state’s laws will apply when 

interpreting the agreement and whether parties will be allowed to recover any reasonable 

attorneys’ fees incurred in a dispute. 

This article is for informational purposes only and is not legal advice. Given the variables 

and complexities involved, it is advisable for either party to hire an attorney to help craft or 

review a suitable farm equipment lease agreement carefully tailored for the unique needs of 

the parties. 



A change of environment will cause beef 

cattle to be stressed, said the experts at 

Kansas State (K-State) University’s Beef 

Cattle Institute on a recent “Cattle Chat” 

podcast. 

“When cattle are stressed, the first thing 

they do is urinate and defecate, which 

leads to immediate weight loss,” said K-

State veterinarian Brad White. 

And that weight loss can cost producers 

income, said nutritionist Phillip Lancaster. 

“When we take cattle to the sale barn, we 

are getting paid by the pound, so we need 

to reduce the amount of shrink those 

cattle experience as much as possible,” 

Lancaster said. 

White explained shrink as “the amount of weight lost prior to when they are sold.” 

He cited a K-State study that measured the amount of shrink that 700 pound calves typically 

experience. The calves were driven on a trailer two hours away and brought back to their starting 

facility. 

“Our study showed that the cattle lost 5-6% of their total body weight, and most of that loss happened 

immediately when we put them in a loading situation,” White said. 

Veterinarian Bob Larson said that amount of loss is not uncommon. Producers can expect cattle to lose 

at least 2-3%, and that amount is unavoidable. However, he added that there are ways to keep that 

percentage from climbing higher.  

To put that into perspective, White said that 5% loss on a 500 lb. calf is 25 lbs. 

“If you told me that I could add 25 lbs. of weaning weight on my calves, I’d be doing everything I could 

do to implement those strategies,” he said. 

The K-State experts agreed that moving cattle in a way that minimizes the amount of stress they 

experience is important. 

“Make sure your facilities are set up in a way that the cattle can easily move through them and avoid 

injury,” Larson said. 

Lancaster said it is important to keep cattle from standing in a holding pen for long periods of time. 

That is also true regarding the amount of time they spend standing at the sale facility, according to 

Larson. 

“To minimize shrink, you need to move cattle in a quiet way, get them loaded smoothly and deliver 

them to the auction facility close to sale time,” Larson said. — K-State Research and Extension 

Tips on reducing calf weight loss at sale time 







 

December 14: Holiday Wood Products,  

           Wreath Making, Roasting  

           Chestnuts 

 

December 21: NO SHOW, HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

 

December 28: NO SHOW, HAPPY HOLIDAYS 

 

For “From the Woods” zoom link email: rdwill5@uky.edu 







https://kyhortcouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/11/2023-FV-Conf-Program_28Nov2022_Final.pdf 

 



There was no school on election day and yet, like all parents, 

my wife and I still had to work. We decided to divide and con-

quer. My daughter, Lawson, went with my wife and enjoyed a 

girl day including lunch at The Cheesecake Factory.  My son, 

Mason, went to Eden Shale with me to indulge in an honest 

days work. 

 

The below excerpt was written by Mason that evening talking about his day at the 

farm: 

 

“Today was election day and there was no school. So I went to the farm with my dad. 

On the way in the t ruck, he let me pick out which songs that I wanted to listen to. The 

first thing we did at the farm was get in the gator and check cows. 

 

Next, we got in the t ractor and hooked up the gooseneck so that 

we could haul a sick calf to the barn. After that, we used the t ractor 

to get a big tire for a water tank. We hauled the tire to the shop to 

cut the top off. Cutting the tire was a three-person job. Then we 

hauled the tire to the other side of the farm where it will be used to 

water the cows. 

 

After that we used the t ractor to move some equipment to store in 

a barn. When we were on the gravel farm road, my dad let me drive 

the t ractor. Driving the t ractor was fun and exciting. It is the big-

gest thing I have ever driven! 

 

The last thing we did was my dad and Greg had to sort cows 

in the barn. I sat in the hay loft and watched them work. I 

think they were sorting which ones were bred and which 

ones weren’t. While they were in the barn one of the gates 

fell down. They had to get tools from the gator to hang it 

back up. 

 

On the way home we stopped at McDonalds and got ice 

cream. I’m glad I got to go work with my dad. It was a really 

fun day.”  
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