
Kendal Bowman
 

It 's  hard to believe March marks six years since I  became your
Agriculture & Natural Resources Agent here in Owen County!  I 'm
grateful for the opportunity to serve this community and
appreciate your continued support.

In this issue,  you'll  f ind several educational opportunit ies that I
encourage you to explore.  Please note that I  will  not be hosting an
Ag Funding/CAIP informational meeting this year.  Instead, please
check back with us in mid-April  for updates regarding the CAIP
Cost Share.  I  highly recommend completing your cost-share
education sooner rather than later to stay ahead of the game.

The past six months have been a bit  of a whirlwind. In August,  our
4-H and Family & Consumer Sciences agents transferred to other
counties to be closer to home. This change signif icantly increased
my workload, l imiting my abil ity to visit  farms as frequently as I
would have l iked. I  truly appreciate your patience and
understanding during this t ime.

In January,  we welcomed Bryce Charles as our new 4-H agent,  and
we are thril led to have him on board!  I ’d also l ike to express my
gratitude to our incredible staff assistants,  Shannon Marlow and
Stephanie Howard, for their unwavering support.  They have gone
above and beyond behind the scenes to ensure our programs
continued smoothly despite being short-staffed.

As winter gives way to warmer weather,  I  hope you are as ready
for spring as I  am! I  apologize for the delay in getting this
newsletter out.  Like many of you, we’ve been dealing with
signif icant mail  delivery challenges.  We’re actively exploring the
best ways to keep you informed. If  you're on Facebook, please give
our page a l ike and follow for the latest updates or head over to
our website owen.ca.uky.edu/events for upcoming programs.

Thank you for your support,  and I  look forward to seeing you at
upcoming programs and on your farms!

County Extension Council Board will
be held on Thursday, April 17th, 

 at 6:30 PM
 at the Owen County Cooperative

Extension Office.  

Please RSVP (502) 484-5703 
All meetings are open to the public.

Have You Herd?Have You Herd?
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Owen County Extension Office
265 Ellis Road 
Owenton, KY 40359

owen.ext@uky.edu

owen.ca.uky.edu

(502)484-5703

Owen County District Board
typically meets the 3rd Tuesday at 

 at 5:00 PM
 at the Owen County Cooperative

Extension Office.  

All Extension District Board
meetings are open to the public.

Please call ahead of time to ensure
meeting hasn’t be rescheduled 

http://owen.ca.uky.edu/events
mailto:owen.ext@uky.edu
http://owen.ca.uky.edu/
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The Owen County Soil Conservation
District is offering Local Cost Share
Program to any farmer who needs
assistance with Pasture Liming,
Livestock Watering Facilities, Heavy
Use Area, or Pasture Renovation,
Water Diversion System.  If you are
interested in applying for any of these
practices you may complete an
application at the Owen County Soil
Conservation District at 205 West
Perry Street between the hours of
8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m., 502-484-
3979 ext. 4012.  Applications will be
accepted through March 21, 2025.

Local Cost Share Program Now available at the Extension Office.
CALENDARS 2025

Take soil samples to your County Extension Office.

DO NOT ENCLOSE WRITING IN THIS CONTAINER!

Division of Regulatory Services
University of Kentucky

Lexington, KY 40546-0275

FILL TO THIS LINE
----------------------------------

Name ---------------------------------

Field Name
or Number  ---------------------------

For Identification

----------------------------------
County Code County ID No.

6 SOIL SAMPLES
EACH YEAR

Agricultural Row Crops

Agriculture Pasture/Hay

Commercial Horticulture Crops

Home Lawn

Home Garden 

rs.uky.edu/soil/forms.php

Visit the website below for
more details on lab services

provided.

https://www.rs.uky.edu/soil/forms.php
https://www.rs.uky.edu/soil/forms.php


A the date of this newsletter the County Agriculture Incentive
Program (CAIP) Cost Share & Youth Agriculture Improvement
Program (YAIP) Cost Share have not been released from the
state for Owen Co. yet. 
Historically these  program sign ups occur in mid April so be sure
to stop by the Extension Office around then. Also, keep an  eye
out for the announcement on Facebook or at the info table at the
stockyard  

CAIP questions: Gayla Lewis  502-750-0797
YAIP questions: Emily Lofald  513-535-1617

What is  COUNTY AGRICULTURAL Incentives PROGRAM (CAIP) 
CAIP provides Kentucky agricultural producers with cost-share assistance on practices to
allow them to improve and diversify their current farm operations. CAIP covers a wide variety
of agricultural enterprises in its 11 incentive areas, including, but not limited to, bees and
honey, equine, forage, beef and dairy cattle, goats and sheep, horticulture, poultry, swine,
timber and technology, as well as energy efficiency and production, farm infrastructure and
water enhancement, marketing, and value-added production. See application, when
available, for more details 

The “Feeder Calf Grading School” on 4/29 will aid in answering question 17 for points on
the application as well as your CAIP education credit if you are approved
The “Basics of Farm Business & Market Planning” on 4/22 will aid in answering question 11
for points on the application as well as your CAIP education credit if you are approved
If you plan to apply for CAIP you will need an education credit, go ahead and attend a class
now so you’re not waiting for an opportunity so you can receive reimbursement. I use two
stamps on programs that are eligible. If the stamp says “prior approval (typically blue or
white)” you must reach out before hand for approval kendal.bowman@uky.edu  

What is YOUTH AGRICULTURAL INCENTIVES PROGRAM (YOUTH/YAIP)
YAIP encourages all students ages 9 - 18 to engage in and explore agricultural
opportunities. Similar to CAIP but, when available, See application for more details 

Funding 
No Ag funding
and CAIP
informational
Workshop this
year

           Small-Scale Farm Grant Program
  There are three programs: 

Small-Scale Farm Grant (with categories Value-Added Enterprise, Certified
Organic Agriculture, Agroforestry/Specialty Crops, Food Systems Resiliency, and
Emerging Agricultural Technologies)
 Beginning Beekeeper Program
 Farmer Education Program.

More details at https://tinyurl.com/3uha9dvw
or contact:

Joni Nelson at 502-597-6831 or joni.nelson@kysu.edu
Kevin Gurtowski at 606-359-0919 or gurtowski@kysu.edu

 

mailto:joni.nelson@kysu.edu
mailto:Kevin.gurtowski@kysu.edu


Applications are available at Owen County
Extension Office.  Deadline to apply March 27th.



THIRD THURSDAY THING 
Forestry & Natural 

Resources
March 20th, 2025 | 10 a.m. ET

Close 
CEUs

Break

Farm Pond Management 

David Baker & Jeff Crosby, KDFWR

Lunch

Convert Pasture to Habitat 
Ray Smith, University of Kentucky

Break

Habitat Management Scenarios 

Jody Thompson, Kentucky State University

Welcome and Announcements 
Jody Thompson, Kentucky State University 

FSI & Woodland Habitat Creation 

Cody Jarrett, KDFWR

 

, Kentucky State UniversityEdwin Chavous





Owen County Cooperative
Extension Service Office

Wednesday, July 16
Thursday, July 17

Friday, July 18

You can also register by
submitting a registration form as
shown on the left side with
check or money order to the
Kentucky Master Logger Office. 

*The Master Logger Office now
accepts Visa and Mastercard for
payment for its programs. Please
call 859-257-6230 to pay with a
credit card. 

REGISTRATION https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/classes/3-day

MASTER LOGGER
PROGRAM

MASTER LOGGER
PROGRAM

Want to become a certified
Master Logger?  Register for the
three day training.  Must attend
all three days for certification.  

9 AM - 4 PM

Click on the following link for
the registration form. 

https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/classes/3-day
https://masterlogger.ca.uky.edu/classes/3-day


Gardening is  a reward ing exper ience that provides f resh produce and a deeper
connect ion to nature.  The Growing Your Own - GARDEN ca lendar f rom Plan Eat Move—a
part  of  the Univers i ty of  Kentucky Col lege of  Agr icu lture,  Food and Environment
Cooperat ive Extens ion Serv ice—is an excel lent resource to gu ide both novice and
seasoned gardeners through the p lant ing and harvest ing seasons.  With monthly
recommendat ions and engaging act iv i t ies ,  the ca lendar he lps ind iv iduals and fami l ies
plan a product ive and enjoyable gardening exper ience.

A wel l -p lanned garden starts with carefu l  preparat ion.  Before p lant ing,  sketch ing a
layout can be a usefu l  exerc ise.  For fami l ies ,  involv ing ch i ldren by having them cut out
p ictures of  vegetables and plac ing them on the garden plan can be both educat ional  and
fun.  Th is  interact ive approach encourages engagement whi le he lp ing gardeners v isua l ize
plant p lacement and spac ing for  opt imal  growth.

The ca lendar provides a deta i led month-by-month breakdown of what to p lant and when
to harvest .  Beyond plant ing and harvest ing,  the ca lendar incorporates fami ly-fr iendly
act iv i t ies to make gardening even more enjoyable.  Keeping a garden journal  a l lows
indiv iduals to track p lant ing dates,  growth progress and harvest y ie lds.

Ch i ldren can add the i r  own observat ions through drawings or  short  descr ipt ions.  Taste
tests with homegrown produce introduce youth to d i f ferent f lavors whi le emphas iz ing
the benef i ts  of  f resh food.  Creat ive act iv i t ies ,  such as making DIY garden markers with
craft  mater ia ls ,  add a personal  touch and help with p lant ident i f icat ion.

Success in gardening often comes down to s imple,  cons istent pract ices.  By fo l lowing the
guidance in the Growing Your Own - GARDEN ca lendar ,  gardeners can cu lt ivate a thr iv ing
space that not only produces nutr i t ious food but a lso fosters fami ly bonding.  Gardening
is a journey f i l led with learn ing,  pat ience and the sat isfact ion of  harvest ing what was
planted.  Whether tending to a smal l  backyard p lot or  a larger garden,  these seasonal
t ips and act iv i t ies provide the foundat ion for  success.

To access the gu ide,  v is i t
https://www.planeatmove.com/get-moving/growing-
your-own-garden.

Contact the Owen County Extens ion off ice for  more
informat ion on how to create a successfu l  garden.
Calendars are ava i lab le at  the off ice for  p ick up.

GROW A MORE SUCCESSFUL GARDEN WITH A NEW
AND FUN CALENDAR

Source:  R ick Durham, Department of  Hort icu lture professor 

https://www.planeatmove.com/get-moving/growing-your-own-garden/


Private pesticide
applicator training 

Private pesticide
applicator training 

March 24

April 4

April 25

6:00 PM

10:00 am

10:00 am

Owen county extension office

2025 Tobacco GAP Trainings

Date

March 13
March 13
April 10

Time

9:00 AM
6:00 PM
10:00 AM

Location

Woodford County Extension
Garrard County Extension
Owen County Extension
(virtual training)

MUST CONTACT THE AGRICULTURE & NATURAL
RESOURCES AGENT IN THE COUNTY YOU PLAN TO
ATTEND TRAINING TO COMPLETE REGISTRATION.

march 13 9:00 am

henry county extension office
Call to register (502) 845-2811

call to register (502) 484-5703



BQCABQCA

Please Call: 859-824-3355 to register

WHEN 
MAY 17th, 2025 

BREATHITT CO.  EXTENSNION 1155 MAIN STREET JACKSON, KY 41339

July  (details to come)
Muhlenberg County

August (details to come)
Franklin County

September (details to come)
Rowan County

FEATURING • Controlled Burn Terminology • Implementation 

WWW.KYFIRE.ORG 

REGISTRATION: Click or Scan 
Contact:

BENEFITING 
Private Landowners

Contractors

Volunteer Fire Departments 

CONTINUING ED
CREDITS 
MASTER NATURALIST 

•Fire Behavior Factors • Controlled Burn Planning

-Lunch is included

-

$75 

CONTROLLED BURN
WORKSHOP

REGISTRATION FEE 

Attendance capped at 30

RANDALL ALCORN

randall.alcorn@ky.gov

(606) 224-5739

Beef Quality & Care Assurance

MAY 8TH
MAY 8TH
JULY 22ND
OCTOBER 24TH
DECEMBER 1ST 

10 AM
6:30 PM
6:30 PM

10 AM
3 PM

OWEN COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
MUST RSVP 502-484-5703
MAY ALSO COMPLETE ONLINE

kybeefnetwork.com/beef-quality--care-assurance-bqca1.html

$10 FEE 
(cash or check only)

Interested in your family history?
 Though a grant we were able to get an account

with ancestry.com for a limited time. If you
would like to take advantage of this opportunity
you may schedule a time to stop by and access

it on our computer 

https://www.kybeefnetwork.com/beef-quality--care-assurance-bqca1.html




OWEN COUNTY FARM &
CRAFT MARKET

LOCATED AT
430 ROLAND AVENUE
OWENTON, KY 40359

ocfacm@gmail.com

First opening Day is May 9th, and reoccurring
every Friday  from 10AM-1PM located behind KY
Farm Bureau in pavilion.  

JULY 25TH
KIDS DAY- FIRST RESPONDERS 

AUGUST 1ST
CUSTOMER APPRECIATION

AUGUST TBA
FARM TO TABLE DINNER

HOMEBASED
MICROPROCESSING
STEPS TO BECOME CERTIFIED

ATTEND HOMEBASED MICROPROCESS WORKSHOP
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY
$50 REGISTRATION FEE DUE AT WORKSHOP
ALL RECIPES TO BE SOLD UNDER THE PROGRAM
MUST BE SUBMITTED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
KENTUCKY FOR APPROVAL
$ 5 FEE PER RECIPE
PROVIDE LABELS FOR ALL PRODUCTS
SEND APPROVED WATER SOURCE
SUBMIT APPLICATION FOR HBM CERTIFICATION 

UPCOMING TRAININGS
MARCH 10TH      FAYETTE COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
MARCH 18TH      SHELBY COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
APRIL 1ST          HARRISON COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
APRIL 2ND         HARDIN COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE
APRIL 10TH       NELSON COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE

CONTACT ANNHALL NORRIS
ANNHALL.NORRIS@UKY.EDU

859-257-1812
TO REGISTER

Produce Best
Practices Training

April  25th       2 PM
Owen Co. Extension Office

MUST RSVP 
502-484-5703

MAY 9TH
OPENING DAY JUDGE EXECUTIVE COOKOUT 

MAY 23RD
20TH YEAR CELEBRATION

MAY 30TH
KIDS DAY- PETTING ZOO

JUNE 13TH
SENIOR APPRECIATION DAY

JUNE 27TH
KIDS VENDOR DAY

APRIL 11TH
APPLICATIONS DUE 

APRIL 18TH
VENDOR MEETING- FARM BUREAU AT 10AM

APRIL 25TH
PRODUCE BEST PRACTICES TRAINING
EXTENSION OFFICE AT 2 PM

JUNE 19TH
THURSDAY NIGHT MARKET - TBA

JULY 17TH
THURSDAY NIGHT MARKET - TBA

AUGUST 21ST
THURSDAY NIGHT MARKET - TBA



BEE BASICS
HONEY BEE DISEASES & MANAGEMENT
PREPPING HONEY FOR FAIR

RSVP
502-484-5703

(PLEASE RSVP, CLASS
MINIMUM OF 5)

MAY 22
6 PM

OWEN COUNTY
EXTENSION OFFICE

265 ELLIS ROAD
OWENTON, KY

40359

Special Guest:
 Dr. Tammy Horn Potter 

What’s Happening Inside The Hive?
By April, the bees have made it over the hump. The problems they faced in March have not completely disappeared, but
a healthy hive needs only a little nurturing now. Brood rearing should really increase through this month. If it does not,
your hive has serious problems. As the warmer weather comes, look for many bees returning with pollen loads. The
stronger hives will have a significant amount of drone brood in preparation for the mating season.

Beekeeper Chores
In particular, keep an eye on the 5-day weather forecasts. A week of cold rain could really hurt the brood rearing. Feed
the bees if you see this coming and the hive does not have at least a frame or two of stored honey. Add a second deep
hive body when the brood, pollen and honey have nearly filled the first body. This extra space will help reduce
swarming. The loss of productive bees in a swarm is your main threat in late spring. Remove the tracheal mite
treatments. Problems with tracheal mites can continue even if you did put the treatments on in March. But as long as
the hive is rearing brood, healthy bees will be replacing those with tracheal mites. Remove the varroa mite treatments
according to when they were installed in February or March.

Treat your hive with terramycin to prevent American foulbrood (AFB) disease. This is especially important if you have
had problems with AFB in recent years or have purchased used equipment. Be sure this treatment is completed before
you put honey supers on your hives. This is a good month to requeen your hive, if the queen you have now is weak or is
at least two years old. If your queen is only a year old, watch the brood pattern develop through the spring months. If
the amount of brood is considerably less than it was last year at this time, think about possible causes : mites, nosema
or bad weather. If you can rule out these causes, look closely at the queen. Is she long and fat, or about as small as the
worker bees? A good queen will be considerably longer than a worker bee once she has started to lay eggs. Does she
move all of her legs normally as she walks across the comb? An injured queen must be replaced. If she is shiny, small
and “bald” she has been attacked by the workers who have chewed the hair from her. Such a queen must be replaced
as soon as possible. 

Observations and Ideas
If you are pollinating strawberries, pears, cherries or apples in April, a strong hive is much better than a weak one.
Remember that bees collect pollen for brood rearing. A hive with four or five frames of uncapped brood will need (and
collect) much more pollen than a weak hive with only one frame of brood. The pollen foragers are the ones that are best
at transferring the pollen from one blossom to another — the essence of pollination.

Phone 502-573-0282
Amanda.Skidmore@ky.gov

Virtual Office hours-March 25th 12pm 
Zoom Link: https://tinyurl.com/yxjbhyed

To sign up for the State Apiarist virtual
mailing list fill out this link:

https://forms.gle/4qESVggGJd841P5J9 

April



Stop by the office for pick up.



Suicide Prevention 
Certification Course 

We can all save lives QPR is a 90 minute evidence-based
training providing practical and proven suicide
prevention strategies for work, school, at home and in
your community. 

QPR stands for Question, Persuade, and Refer — three
simple steps that you can learn to help save a life from
suicide. Just as people trained in CPR and the Heimlich
Maneuver help save thousands of lives each year, people
trained in QPR learn how to recognize the warning signs
of a person in distress and possibly a suicidal crisis and
how to question, persuade, and refer someone to help.
QPR is a simple educational program that teaches people
how to recognize a mental health emergency and how to
get a person at risk the help they need. It is also an action
plan that can result in lives saved. 

We can all save lives

What is QPR

Recognize the warning signs & risk factors  for suicide
Intervene & ask tough questions when someone is at
risk for suicide
Refer someone at risk of suicide to an appropriate
lifesaving resources

 

What you’ll learn

May 6th 
6pm Meal

6:30pm Program

Limited to the first 15  
Call 502-484-5703 to RSVP 

Owen County Extension Office 
265 Ellis Rd

Owenton, KY 40359









Conference Partners
Boone County Arboretum
Boone County Extension
Indiana County SWCDs
Indiana Invasive Species Council
JLW CISMA
Kentucky Invasive Plant Council
Kentucky State University
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet
Ohio Invasive Plant Council
University of Illinois Extension
University of Kentucky Extension
Yew Dell Gardens

mipnconference.weebly.com

This conference will bring together professionals and
concerned individuals who work on, and care about, the
issue of invasive species in the lower Midwest. 

The conference will include one day of presentations with
multiple session tracks, as well as an optional half day of
field trips.

The Boone County Extension Enrichment Center in
Burlington, KY is in a prime location, just 20 minutes from
downtown Cincinnati and within a 2 hour drive of Dayton,
Lexington, Indianapolis, Columbus, and Louisville.

Strengthen awareness of invasive species issues, prevention,
and management

Facilitate innovative and practical solutions among resource
managers, researchers, green industry professionals,
landowners, government agencies, and concerned individuals
to improve invasive species management in the Ohio River
Valley and beyond.

Boone County Extension
Enrichment Center
Burlington, Kentucky

Keynote Address by Dr. Daniel Simberloff, University of Tennessee
More than 40 engaging presenters
Field trips highlighting work to detect and manage invasives, and restoration success stories
Workshops on herbicide application, invasive grass ID, and reporting and tracking invasive species
Poster presentations
Networking opportunities

Hosted by the Midwest Invasive Plant Network

Join us!

Conference goals

Conference offerings:

March 19 & 20, 2025 

Ohio River Valley
Invasive Species Conference!

By the end of this program, participants
will be equipped to create a tailored farm
business and marketing plan for their
operation, empowering them to
strategically grow and improve
profitability.

This session will also help participants
complete Question 11 on the CAIP
application, "Do you have a marketing plan
for your operation?" with a clear and
actionable marketing 

Owen Co. Extension
265 Ellis Rd
Owenton, KY 40359

Basics in developing
a Farm Business
and Marketing Plan 
Basics in developing
a Farm Business
and Marketing Plan 

RSVP by 4/25
502-484-5703
(Must have 8 signed up by 4/25 or
subject to cancelation)

April
22nd 

6:30pm

https://mipnconference.weebly.com/
https://eeb.utk.edu/people/daniel-simberloff/
https://mipnconference.weebly.com/
https://eeb.utk.edu/people/daniel-simberloff/


Beef and Broccol i  Stuffed Potatoes
Ingredients:

4 large potatoes, baked
8 ounces lean ground beef
1 teaspoon onion powder
1 teaspoon gar l ic powder
1 10-ounce package frozen chopped
broccol i
1  cup low-fat shredded cheddar cheese

Directions:

In a ski l let ,  cook ground beef over
medium heat, breaking up beef unti l
coarsely chopped; cook unti l  no pink
remains.

1 .

Drain fat off browned beef.2.
Return ground beef to ski l let ;  add onion
powder,  gar l ic and frozen broccol i .

3 .

Cover and cook beef and broccol i
mixture 8-10 minutes over medium heat.

4.

Spr inkle cheese over mixture; cover pan
unti l  cheese melts.

5.

To serve, place one baked potato on
each plate; cut potatoes widely open.

6.

Top each potato with one-fourth of the
beef broccol i  mixture.

7 .

Serve immediately.8.
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